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SELECTMEN’S

REPORT.

The Selectmen in account with the Town of Plymouth, for the
year 1866.
To the assessment of state, county, town, and school
taxes on residents,

$7,467.21

To the assessment of state, county, town and school
taxes on non-residents,
School-house tax in District No. 12,
School-house tax in District No. 2,

Cash of selectmen, for the year 1865,
Stephen Glynn, three notes,
Eaton George, note,
Job E. Kimball, three notes,
Simeon Sanborn, note,

31.20
25.85
389.22
796.60
850.00
100.00
130.00
1,000.00

Nancy B. Barber, note,
Washington George, executor, note,

100.00
200.00

James M. Hart, note,

100.00

Emily Nutting, note,
Harris O. Nutting, note,
Harriet Ward, note,
Benjamin F. Cox, note,

100.00
100.00
47.30
100.00
235.34

County, for paupers off the farm,

337.18

Louisa Martin, two notes,

Enoch Ward, two notes,

250.00

Simeon Sanborn, liquor agent,
Savings Bank tax,
Railroad tax,

257.72
27.78
629.75

State aid,
Literary fund,
United States, for bounties advanced,
Interest on bonds sold,
Bonds of the selectmen for 1865,
Simeon Moulton, liquor agent,
Cash and abatements of collector, for 1865,

Town of Warren, for Bixby children,

321.90
55.95
885.00
9.45
9,360.00

200.00
1,356.00
41.25

t
Cash of Freeman Cook, on note,

$7.00

Cash and abatements of collector for 1860,

18.91

John Boynton, on note,
Cash from town farm,

10.52
385.85
$25,426.98

Paid D. H. Currier, G. F. Rogers’ note and interest,

$114.04

Coupons due January 1, 1866,
H. A. Hazen, superintending school committee,
H. A. Hazen, for books for indigent children,

"128.72
55.00
1.18

Lydia Church, for her support,

72.00

William Harriman, for plank,

1.51

Russell, Bill & Co., for stationery,

3.44

Guernsey & Co., for books and blanks,
4.40
Simeon Sanborn, Sarah G. Coffin’s note and interest, 737.10

D. H. Currier, for examining papers,
J. A. Drake, digging grave for Mary Fox,

1.50
2.00

Nancy B. Barber, interest on note,
Sarah Dearborn, note and interest,

14.76
25.16

Washington George, journey and expenses to Concord, 10.45
McFarland & Jenks, printing reports,
48.00
Enoch Ward, on note,
Harriet Ward, on note,
Asa K. George, breaking roads,

40.96
29.60
5.40

Moses Blodgett, breaking roads,
N..H. Asylum, for Charles Adams,
Lavina Eastman, note and interest,
City of Concord, for Elizabeth Millegan,

_

12.24
181.62
324.56
47.50

City of Manchester, for George A. Johnson,
I. M. Merrill, coffin, cap and handkerchief,
Frank Chase, board of selectmen,

19.21
10.75
20.00

Austin F. Pike, Campton line case,
Roxan Stearns, for Bixby children,

93.49
41.25

John S. Tuffts, for Thomas Randall,
George W. Bailey, with hearse for, Mary Fox,
Simeon Moulton, liquor agent,
Jonathan Ferrin, for Nathan Smith and wife,

Washington George, for bridge plank,

4.58

William A. Loud, for plank,

3.36

W. George, to Concord and expenses,
N. F. Draper, for Mrs. Lovejoy,

29.11
3.50
138.47
167.88

10.15
|

15.60

5

Paid William H. Adams, for breaking roads,

~

$2.67

K. E. Merrill, for plank and timber,
22.45
Eaton George, note and interest,
102.06
James M. Hart, note and interest,
101.67
Susan H. Berry, note and interest,
228.98
Ruth Avery, interest on note,
48.00
L. M. Howe, for Thomas Randall,
2.40
Mrs. L. W. Hodge, public water tub,
1.00
Josiah Marston, N. Batchelder note and interest, 1,176.40
Town clerk of Ellsworth, for copy of records,
1.00
Russell, Bill & Co., stationery,
1.51

Moses Blodgett, for work on Pike road,
D. F.
Alden
Alden
B. F.

10.50

Cummings, for perambulating town line,
Clefford, note and interest,
Clefford, Thomas Shute, notes,
Cox, W. W. Cox, note and interest,

o.75
740.01
2,454.33

110.34
_ Town clerk of Rumney, for records,
00
S. M. Wright, recording lease of hall,
:
15
W. George, expenses to Concord,
6.90
W. George, executor J. Harriman, note and interest, 207.93
James McQuesten, interest on two notes,
Russell, Bill & Co., for transient person,
Mariah Dearborn, on note,
S. H. Palmer, service as police,

98.88
2.75
10.00
6.00

Henry Homans, breaking roads,
6.96
Louisa Martin, two notes and interest, _
48.68
D. H. Currier, to Concord before legislative committee, 9.40
Asa K. George, services as police,
6.00
_W. George, wood for Lydia Church,
9.00
Postage and revenue stamps,
1.47
Express on money,
1.45
State tax,
2,565.00
County tax,
954.06
Freeman Cook, for use of hall,
55.00
5. N. Rowe, services as police,
6.00
M. B. Whiteman, for sand,
5.00
Abatements for 1865,
Jeremiah Benton,

,

H. G. Burrows,
Cyrus R. Corliss,

Charles F. Clifford,

:
$7.20
7.20
7.20

|

7.20

Frank P. Elkins,

$7.20

Lorenzo Fifield,

7.20

Levi W. Hodge,
Frank Huckins,

7.20
7.20

Samuel F. Hill, '

|

22.20

Freeman Rogers,

7.20

Milo Sanders,

4.20

Hiram Wescott,
Peter Walker, Jr.,
Jonathan Whittier, over 70,
Francis R. Corliss,

7.20
7.20
7.20
7.20

P. C. Shaw,

6.00
|

Abatements for 1866.
Cordelia Adams,
Edgar A. Adams,

3.36
4.56

Jeremiah Benton,

4.56

Stephen Glynn, over 70,
T. J. Huckins,
George K. Jewell,
Otis Phillips,

4.56
4.56
4.56
1.14

Roxan Stearns,
Town farm,

Abatement of school-house tax in Dist. No, 2,8. Glynn,
“

school-house tax Dist. No. 12, J. Benton,

2.85
22.00

.60
21

Paid Amos Clark, for plank and timber,
Coupons cut off bonds January 1, 1867,
Bonds on hand,
John A. Drake, services as police,
John A. Drake, perambulating town line,

5.83
910.00
6,480.00
7.75
- 9.50

John A. Drake, services as selectman,
John H. Gill, timber for bridge,
George Dearborn, repairing pound,
George A. Draper, services as town-clerk,

60.50
5.00
2.50
37.26

I. M. Merrill, coffin and robe for N. Smith,

David George, public water tub,

Samuel Currier, public water tub,
James Currier, lumber and iron for bridge,
Samuel M. Morse, breaking roads,

Samuel M. Morse, wood for Mrs. John Pies

Asa K. George, breaking roads,

12.50

2.00

3.00
29.88
5.04

16.83

8.20

7
Paid Moses Blodgett, breaking roads,
John Nutting, services as selectman,
John Nutting, perambulating town line,
John Nutting, transient person,
John §. Tufts, for Thomas Randall,
L. M. Howe, for Thomas Randall,
C. K. Kelley, for Mrs. George Lovejoy,

Timothy E. Bayley, work on highway,
J. V. Morse, examining records,
L. 8. Gordon, powder and stone for highway,
John Nutting, for plank,

$12.36
45.00 2.00
2.00
72.00
5.00
20.25
2.16
20
1.75
7.12

Abatements for 1860.
J.B. Cole & Co.,

1.68

Albert Merrill,
Andrew J. Pervere,

2.02
2.82

Sextus Rankins,
Rufus Shores,
~ Philip Keniston,

|

2.72
3.81
2.82

Paid the several school districts,
764.96
For liquor license,
25.00
Daniel C. Wheeler, for collecting taxes,
65.00
Daniel C. Wheeler, for paying county tax,
2.00
Daniel C. Wheeler, for tax bills,
2.50
Town farm, bill for Mrs. Adams,
7.62
Jonathan French, Job E. Kimball, note and interest, 31.49
Washington George, services as selectman,
84.25
Washington George, services as treasurer,
50.00
B. F. Gould, public water tub,
3.00
Washington George, board of selectmen,
6.50
John Boynton, for timber and plank,
5.85
John Boynton, for breaking roads,
4.68
Coupons of January 1, 1867,
3,126.96
. Express on money to Lisbon,
25
Counterfeit money had of D. H. Currier,
5.00
William Harriman, school-house tax, Dist. No. 12,
24.60
E. E. Merrill, plank for highway,
‘
3.15
Frank Chase, for transient person,
2.50
Frank Chase, board of selectmen,
4.75
_ Auditors,
J. W. Preston, for Mary Fox,

4.00
1.50

8
Paid J. W. Preston, for David Gould,
. Cash in hands of collector,
Cash in hands of selectmen,

$11.25
456.61
1,343.96
$25,426.98

Respectfully submitted,
WASHINGTON

JOHN
JOHN

GEORGE, ) Selectmen

A. DRAKE,
NUTTING,

0
Plymouth.

We have examined the accounts of the Selectmen for the year
1866-7, and find them correctly cast and properly vouched.
Seta Doron
C. M. Wurrrier, \Auditors.

Account of the Overseer of the Poor.
Received from County of Grafton, support of paupers,
W. P. Hartshorn, board of children,
Mason & Fox, for butter,
eggs,
corn,
pork,
cheese,
beans,
hide,
oats,

cider,

.

_

dried apples,
calf skin,

discount on scythe,
John Buchanan, for produce,
John A. Drake, for corn,
A. J. Hall, for neck ties,
Henry Wells, for oats,
oe
»
ay,
Henry Homans, for hay,
Herman Sargent, for hay,
John A. Drake, for corn,

Jonathan Ferrin, for hay,

$347.97
56.00
33.68
17.69

9
Received of Horace Ames, for cattle,
Jonathan French, for butter,
Richard Sawyer, for driving cattle,
Jonathan French, for eggs,
D. F. Hall, for lard,
he as Adams, difference between cattle,
Hereen ‘Sargent, for use of oxen,
butchering,
Robert Mitchell, for cow,
Samuel Palmer, for hams,
Sarah Homans, for pork,
Smith Morgan, difference between steers,
Herman Sargent, for corn,
D. F. Hall, for oats,
D: R. Bartlett, for use of bull,

A. J. Morgan, for oats,
oat straw,

adi

$60.00
2.72
00
12
00
15.00
1.25
3h)
46.48
10.35
30
45.00
15.66
10
25

70
AT

Clay, for use of oxen,

3.00.

for calf,
for vinegar,

1.00
74

zs
da

Town ofPlymouth, hay for Mrs. ahi
candles,

‘

pork,
potatoes,

2.65
84

3.13
1.50
$892.88

Paid Mason & Fox, store bill,
|
Simeon Sanborn, for alcohol,
Russell, Bill & Co., lead pipe and nails,
John A. Drake, labor on water works,
Mrs. John Buchanan, for labor,
William A. Draper, for pig,

188.00
Td
Ol
1.50
.00
5.00

William A. Loud, work in haying,

9.00

Andrew Smith, for threshing,

4.50

For transient person,

1.60

Tuition for W. P. Hartshorn’s boys,
Thomas Pressey, for tin,
H. D. Smith, for mending boots,
William A. Loud, for repairing wash-tub,
Henry Adams, for repairing saws,
churn,

85
65
40
25
45
319)

10
Paid A. J. Morgan, use of cider mill,
John A. Drake, work on water works,

Jonathan Clay, labor,
for potatoes and butchering,
J. Ferrin, for use of plow,
A. J. Hall, 4 lb. rolls,
Andrew J. Hall and wife, for services on farm,
John A. Drake and John Nutting, appraising,
Washington George, overseer,
Town of Plymouth,

$892.88
Schedule of Stock and Provisions on Town are February

20, 1867.

1 yoke oxen,
4 cows,

_ 8 three years’ old cattle,
1 two years’ old,
3 one year old,
1 shote,
17 hens,

9 tons hay,
57 bushels corn,
24 bushels oats,
2 bushels beans,
1 bushel peas,

65 bushels potatoes,
4 bushel salt,

140 lbs. hams and shoulders,
100 lbs. beef,
350 lbs. pork,
_ 9 lbs. candles,
50 lbs. sugar,
53 lbs. dried apples,
16 lbs. butter,
55 lbs. cheese,

44 Ibs. lard,
345 lbs. flour,

19 gals. vinegar,
24 bbls. cider,
# bbl. soap,

$175.00
160.00
100.00
20.00
25.00
25.00
8.50

~

11

3 box fine salt,
1 qt. oil,
3 doz. eggs,

‘

;

40
AT
.90

1 ton oat straw,
Groceries,

8.00
3.00

$978.02
JOHN A. DRAKE
JOHN NUTTIN @, |Appraisers.

Report of Liquor Agent for the year ending March 1, 1867.
Received cash of Selectmen May 23, 1866,

$138.47

for liquors and casks of Simeon Sanborn, former Agent,

for liquors sold,
for casks sold,

56.56

1,632.27
15.75

$1,843.05
Paid cash for liquors,

freight and trucking,
Town Treasurer,
Agent, for services,
Cash in Agent’s hands, March 1, 1867,

$1,435.92

37.13
200.00
50.00
120.00

$1,843.05
Estimated value of liquors and casks on hand, March
1, 1867,
221.25
SIMEON MOULTON, Agent.

12
Indebtedness of the Town, March 1, 186T.

Notes and interest to April 1, 1867,
Amount of bonds,
Interest on same to April 1, 1867,
Outstanding coupons on bonds due Jan. 1, 1866,
66

“6

66

“<6

66

1867,

Literary fund due schools,
Railroad money due schools,
School money due District No. 11,

$16,888.31
17,440.00
261.60
24.28
947.68

55.95
57.00
6.67

School-house tax due District No. 2,
x
om
3
in hands of
Collector,

369.01

10.21

School-house tax due District No. 12, in hands of
Collector,

1.25

$35,371.96
Means of paying the same.
Cash in Selectmen’s hands,
available in hands of Collector for
1866,
available in hands of Collector for
1865,
in hands of Liquor Agent,

Balance against the town,

$1,343.96

400.00
120.00
120.00

———

$1,983.96
$33,388.00

SCHOOL REPORT.
To the Selectmen of the town of Plymouth, N. H.
GENTLEMEN : In obedience to the requirements of the law, I
submit the following report for the schools of the town the
past year. The table below exhibits the principal items of interest connected with the schools in each district.
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From this it can be seen that the average length of the
schools has been 133 weeks; a little advance upon last year, but
by no means what it should be.
The greatest amount of schooling in any one district for the
year has been only seventeen weeks, while the least has been
but eight weeks. The highest wages have been $33 per
month ; the lowest, $12. In six of the districts they have had
but one term for the year. In others it would have been more
profitable if both short terms had been merged into one. I

14

earnestly hope the article in the warrant of the town to take
action upon school appropriation will not be dismissed without
careful consideration. We need not be proud of our common
school system in this State, at least when our schools are so
sadly neglected, and our school-houses bear the marks of decay and violence.
In District No. 1 the school-house has been newly shingled.
As the work of repairs commenced with the top, it will be
carried

down

to the bottom, and leave no trace of what the

house has been. Then, I hope the district will protest itself
against the malicious violence of some of its wanton destroyers of its public property. The teachers were both faithful,
and succeeded well, considering the material upon which they
devoted their labors. Those disposed to learn did learn.
No. 2 has been fortunate in its teachers. They were all
ladies who understood their duties well. They will seldom _
find in one year four better teachers. The house is a pleasant
one, but the marks of wanton violence it wears testify loudly
against the character of the school. I wish to call the attention of the district to this motto. It should not be lightly
passed over: ‘“ Your public property ought to be as sacred as
your private.” Restraint exercised here will exert a wholesome influence upon the government of the school. Your
children are sent forth like wild animals, and are taught that
respect for authority and property is a matter wholly between
themslves and the teacher. They should feel it to be between
themselves and you. The difficulties connected with this

school do not lie against the competency of the teacher, but in
the fruits of bad instruction at home. ‘This is true in every
case, for, where authority has been feared at home, trouble has
ceased.

I would

recommend

to the district to unite, for the

summer term, both schools. The number of pupils will only
make a pleasant school for a single teacher, while the term
could be very much lengthened.
No. 8 has been benefitted by its schools as much as any
district in town. The strong hand of Mr. Davis, or one like it,
would be like balm of a thousand flowers upon the schools of
Nos. 2and9. There is no danger yet of too much restraint.
There should be enough restraint that law could be seen and felt.
No. 4 had but one term. There was order, obedience,
study ; everything was well save the house. The teacher is
much disturbed by the inconveniences of the building.
No. 5 had two short terms. If these can not be lengthened it would be much better to make but one term. Some

15

,

parents in this district need to learn justice, good breeding,
_ and the respect that is due a faithful teacher. Miss Crocket,
though young, was old enough to do right, and did it.
No. 6 had but one term. Miss Carter won the esteem of
her pupils, and, by dint of great forbearance and patience,
triumphed. The grown-up girls in this school could do much
to lighten the bur ‘den now cast upon a faithful teacher.
No.7 reports only the pupils who attended school in Bridgewater. Miss Smith taught with success in No, 5.
No. 8. There has been but one term here this year. The
- best school in town was reported from this district last year.
It can not.be said this year. The teacher failed, and not the
pupils. The trouble was general stupidity.
No. 9. This district has again been unfortunate in_ its
teacher, though not all the fault of an unprofitable school ‘lies
at her door. The school has not altogether undeservedly acquired a bad reputation. <A few evil ‘disposed scholars have
won this reputation for the school. The committee, knowing ,
the character of the school for which he is to provide, should
find the right teacher, if possible. Teachers should know the
peculiar features of a school, when there are such, before they
are called to meet them.
A teacher of character and method,
we think, could have succeeded.
Miss Barron has not the ele-’
ments of a successful teacher. I would call attention here,
also, to the wanton destruction of school property. It is the

duty of the district to protect itself in this matter.
No. 12. Here was a profitable school. There was peace,
order, study, and general improvement.
I have thus briefly commented upon the several vaheals I
could have kept my pen blind to faults, thus avoiding criticisms, but with injustice to the town. From the past we
should get wisdom for the future. The committee should be
careful that their teachers present themselves for examination
long enough before time for the school to commence, so that
they may get another, if this one fails. In the majority of
cases they present themselves Saturday afternoon, when the
school commences on Monday. The action of the committee,
in this way, is compromised. It will be noticed but one committee in town has visited his teacher during the year. There
are many parents at fault here. They turn out their children
to be taught by a stranger, and never go to see under what
circumstances they expect them to be improved. Animals,
when sent off to be stalled, are looked

after.

The failure in

every case could be avoided by the parents knowing for them-

16
selves, and seeing how much their own children tax the
patience of a faithful teacher. Nothing has a better influence
upon a school than to be visited often by the parents. Your
schools will never be what you wish them to be without this.
Your children suffer from the character of books that are used.

The changes that have been made in the past have, in the
minds of many, created a prejudice against any change.
Books are recommended by your committee, but pupils present
themselves with their old ones ; the teacher must yield, and thus
classes are multiplied indefinitely. Your committee has been
urged by nearly every school teacher in town to change the

Readers. Such éhange is greatly needed. The old books are
badly worn to pieces, learned by heart, the interest in them is
lost. I have been unable to decide upon the best. I would
call the attention of my successor to this matter, that he may
begin in season to perfect the exchange during the year. The’
Geographies have been multiplying for some years. No
book has been found hitherto worthy of recommendation.
I
ehave had Warren’s Primary and Common School put into my
hands by an old and experienced teacher, who has tried and
proved it, and who has no other object but to unite the schools
upon a good book. I recommend the introduction of this
work in place of Colton & Fitch’s, now in use. I commenced
an exchange of the Arithmetics, working to secure, by an
arrangement with the publishers, a better book, without any
expense to any one; a full exchange being made of the new
book for the old one. ‘The exchange was made in only four of
the smaller schools. One of the books: has marked excellencies. The other is by use found, owing to typographical errors, to be too defective for further introduction.

This can be

easily corrected. Eaton’s are the best books now available. I
earnestly recommend the uniting of the schools in the use of.
Kerl’s Grammar, and no other. It will be noticed that in four
cases expulsion bas been found necessary ; hoping these offenders will never again give occasion for like discipline, 1 suppress their names. Karnestly wishing the prosperity and peace

of the town, and the good of ‘the youth therein, I respectfully
submit this report.

H. L. KELSEY,

Superintending School Committee.
Prymouts, N. H., Feb. 25, 1867.,

